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Is life, and in particular intelligent life, a unique phenomenon, or are there other places,
other ways in which it can develop and thrive? This question has accompanied man since
he began to wonder about the nature of the Universe and his place in it, but the search for
an answer became possible only through the scientific and technological advances of recent
decades. The seminar will present a short account of what life outside the Earth could be
like, and what are the characteristics of an environment to allow its appearance. The most
recent results of the search for traces of life in the solar system and the first indications
on the habitability of extrasolar planets will then be discussed. Finally, current and future
projects for the search of intelligent extraterrestrial life will be presented.
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